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Our Journey through Iceland

Fuel Cost: 
~ 230 ISK ($2.30)/litre (Diesel)

Accommodations Cost: 
Campsites averaging $15.00 to 
$30.00/night

Food & Drink Cost: 
Self sui  cient.  Groceries from 
the local supermarket

Exchange Rate: 
100.00 ISK = $1.00 CDN 

Border Formality Costs:
Not Applicable

Country: 
Iceland

Duration: 
June 10 to 19, 2014

Distance Traveled within the Country:
~2149km

Iceland Ferry Info:
61-hrs Ferry from Hirtshals, Denmark to Seyðisfjörður, Iceland 
(www.smyril-line.com)

Memorable Impressions:
Iceland, the country of waterfalls.  Nature at its purest.  Unpaved and 
impassable roads due to snow and thawing and that in the middle of 
June.  Snow covered mountains, glaciers and geothermal hot pools.  
Evidence of vulcanic activities.  No trai  c, no people, an abundance of 
bird life and excellent whale watching.  A treat for anyone.
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Boarding the ferry to Iceland on June 07, 2014

The M/S Norröna

J une 07- 09, 2014:  We arrive in the port town of Hirtshals 

and the Smyril Line Terminal at container Kajen 4 at noon 
to start the check-in process.  Our ferry is the M/S Norröna, 

which can carry up to 800 vehicles.  The ferry takes approx. 41hrs 
to Tórshavn, the capital of the Faroe Islands.  There we have a six 
(6) hr stop-over and then continue another 20hrs to Seyðisfjörður, 
Iceland.  We had pre-booked the ferry back in December 2013, 
otherwise we would not have gotten a spot on the boat.  The irst 
two (2) weeks of June are still considered middle season.  Upon our 
return the stretch from the Faroe Islands to Hirtshals, Denmark is 
high season.  We went with the cheapest option, booking Couchette 
for our accommodations.  Couchettes are tiny rooms which it three 
(3) double bunk beds.  We also pre-booked our main meal every 
day which gave us a 20% discount.  Total cost of two (2) person, 
truck (max. 2.5m in height and 6m long) incl. four (4) meals was 
1,763.00Euro ($2,732.00) return.  It is amazing how many of-
road vehicles are boarding. Some the size of large semi-trucks (ie. 
Unimogs).  The ferry cost and the fuel to move these units must be 
astronomical.  Equipped with sleeping bag, shaving kit and some 
food/drinks; Ruby boards separate from Mike.  With the bicycles 
on the roof of the Toyota they believed we exceeded the max. 2.5m 
height restriction and Mike had to remove them last minute.  Upon 
boarding our watches were set back an hour. The sea is dead 
calm, as a pre-caution, we still started taking motion sickness pills.  
Approximately one (1) hour late, we depart Hirtshals sailing into the 
sunset. We sail through the night, the next day and the following 
night, passing by the Shetland Islands to arrive on June 09, 2014 
at 8:00am  in Tórshavn, the Faroe Islands. After a 6-hour stop-over 
and enough time to wander the streets of the little town, we are back 
on the ship and heading for Iceland.

DENMARK

Hirtshals Port in Denmark
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 Djúpur - most popular Icelandic candy - liqurice 
covered with milk chocolate & white sugar coating Our sleeping arrangements - the cabin sleeps 6

June 08, 2014 is a full day at sea

The upper deck of the ship Trying to stay out of the wind & enjoying breakfast
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It feels more like winter than the beginning of June Our pre-paid meals aboard the ship

Half way to the Faroe Islands we pass by the Shetland Islands

SHETLAND ISLANDS



- 5 -

THE FAROE ISLANDS

After a 6-hr layover in Tórshavn on 
June 09, 2014, we are on the way again 

out to the open sea and north-west to Iceland. 
Another 20-hr journey lies ahead.
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SEYÐISFJÖRÐUR FJORD 
ICELAND

J une 10, 2014: The ferry enters the Seyðisfjörður fjord in 
the fog sounding its fog horns every so often.  The sea is 
dead calm and then the fog gives way to partial blue skies 

and the full glory of the fjord.  The 17km journey is one waterfall 
after another, snow-capped peaks and little farms dotting the very 
green slopes.  A great welcome to Iceland.  The ferry dwarfs the 
small settlement of our port destination Seyðisfjörður.  We dock at 
9:00am local time and within 45 minutes we are of the ferry parked 
at a bank to withdraw 50,000 ISK ($500.00) of local money.  The 
small supermarket had some fresh out of the oven pizza buns and 
a bunch of other pastries.  Besides diet coke and some breakfast 
stuf we are good to go.  The road out of Seyðisfjörður twists its way 
up the mountain range.  Within the irst 5 km our irst impressive 
waterfall right of the side of the road.  In Egilstaðir we fuel up half 
the reserve tank (90 litre).  Diesel is 236 ISK ($2.36)/litre.  All set, we 
head south on Highway #1, the main “interstate” of Iceland.  Highway 
#1 is quite funny, built up high above the surrounding terrain, with 

no shoulders, steep embankments and single lane wooden bridges.  
Within 20 km the road turns from tarmac to gravel.  The scenery is 
beautiful, the road passes waterfall after waterfall, probably more 
seasonable with the spring run-of.  As we crest a mountain pass 
the snow on the side of the road is still a few meters deep.  The 
weather changes continuously and so does the steepness of our 
descent (17%) toward the Atlantic Ocean.  Pavement returns once 
we reach the coastline and Highway #1 snakes its way along it.  
We stop every so often for viewpoints; the picture opportunities 
are endless. Our irst real touristy stop is the Jökulsárlón Lagoon, 
which encompasses an area of 17 square km and illed with drifting 
icebergs that have broken of from the Breiðamerkurjökull glacier, an 
of-shoot from Vatnajökull.  We continue to Skaftafell National Park 
and set up camp for 2900 ISK ($29.00)/night.  We are beat, and just 
cook up some noddles.  After a Faroe beer each we are ready for 
bed.  It was dead quiet during the night, except for the birds.
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SEYÐISFJÖRÐUR

The small eastern Iceland port 
settlement at the end of the 

17km fjord and within a couple 
of kilometers our irst waterfall 

just beside the road
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Heading south on Hwy #1 from Egilstaðir on the main “interstate” of Iceland
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Reaching the southern coastThe snow is still present in the higher elevations

This is spring in Iceland, waterfall after waterfall greet us
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JÖKULSÁRLÓN 
LAGOON 

Which encompasses an area of
 approx. 17 square km illed 

with drifting icebergs that have
 broken of from the 

Breiðamerkurjökull glacier
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 The scenary is incredible.
 We set up camp for the night in 

the Skaftafell National Park.

With dinner we try a couple of
 the specially brewed beers from

 the Fareo Islands
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SKAFTAFELL NATIONAL PARK
Numerous waterfalls dot the hiking trail.  The highlight is Svartifoss and its black basalt columns.  

A few hundred meters further up is Sjónarsker viewpoint.  

J une 11, 2014: At 2:30 am Mike asked me the time as he 
wants to get dressed and get going.  As we are approaching 
the longest day of the year and being close to the Arctic 

Circle the sun really only sets for a couple of hours.  However it is 
light 24 hrs a day currently and that plays havoc with your sleeping 
cycle.  It is great for charging our batteries via our solar panels.  At 
about 4am it starts to rain, we gear up for a 5.4km hike rain or shine 
at 7am.  Within minutes of starting the hike the rain stops.  The 
main attraction is Svartifoss, a waterfall that falls over black basalt 
columns.  A few hundred meters further up is Sjónarsker viewpoint.  
The circular route then takes us past Sel, a preserved farmstead 
with the traditional grass roof is quite nice in its current setting.  It 
also gives us the opportunity to take a closer look at the famous 
Islandic ponies.  By 9am we are back at the campsite.  The sun is 
out and we enjoy breakfast outside.  It is time to get a move on.  Our 
goal is to make it to Landmannalaugar National Park, on the scenic 
F208.  Approximately 25 km into it a large Warning Sign indicating 
that rental cars are prohibited past this point and a 4x4 is required.  
Mike locks the hubs and only a few hundred meters further onwards 
the road is closed due to permafrost.  We are disappointed.  Not 

giving up that easy we backtrack and turn onto F210, but also with 
no luck.  It seems we are too early in the season.  We return to 
Highway #1 and the coastal road.  With change of plans also come 
destinations we had not planned on visiting.  The further west we 
were travelling the better the weather turned out to be.  We ventured 
of randomly on a gravel road, driving through ields and ields of 
purple lowers and ending up at a large sea cave and a clif with 
hundreds of birds nesting.  At Kap Dyrhólaey we saw the lighthouse 
and black sand beaches stretching endlessly into the distance.  The 
Skögafoss waterfall was the largest volume one so far.  Thundering 
and roaring over the edge.  The SLR was useless as the waterfall 
generated too much spray.  Halfway up the 380 some steps is a 
great vantage point.   Another waterfall not to miss is Seljalandsfoss.  
Only 20 km further onwards.  What is unique about this waterfall is 
that you can actually walk behind the falls.  The spray is huge and 
without proper rain gear you will get soaked.  It is great fun.  We 
are getting tired out, both physically and of seeing one impressive 
waterfall after another.  We set up camp at Stokkseyri.  Here we 
met an 18 year old Canadian, South African and Venezuelan; just 
inished high-school and so full of life.
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The trail leads to the Sel, a preserved farmstead with the traditional grass roof
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The Icelandic horse is a breed of horse developed in Iceland.  It originally was 
brought to Iceland in the 9th and 10th Century by settlers from Norway
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A typical road direction sign

Warning Sign - 4x4’s and the Citroën 2CV only

Enroute to the Landmannalaugar National Park 
A dead end as the road is closed due to spring thaw
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KAP DYRHÓLAEY  
Black sand beaches stretching endlessly into the distance



- 17 -

SKÖGAFOSS

Each waterfall has its
unique features 

The shear volume of water 
at the Skögafoss and the easy 

access behind the falls at 
Seljalandsfoss drenched us

SELJALANDSFOSS
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J une 12, 2014: We igured out the more scenic routes, 
which are side roads of the Highway #1.  Sometimes they 
are single to 1 ½ lane tarmac roads, sometimes they are 

typical Canadian gravel roads and others are 4x4 only.  We take 
the most southern route along the coast and through lava ields 
overgrown with moss to reach the famous Blue Lagoon (Bláa Linið).  
There is no traic, it seems impossible being only 50km from the 
Capital of Iceland, Reykiavik.  We arrive at 9:00 am, just as the 
doors open.  Perfect timing.  The cheapest option is the standard 
package, which provides you access to the geothermal pools and 
change room/locker for 40.00Euro($55.00)/person.  The place lives 
up to its hype.  It is pretty cool.  We were the irst 10 people in 
the pool and therefore had the run of the entire area for a good 20 
minutes, before the bus loads of tourists arrived.  We were able to 
hangout in the cave alone and really enjoyed our time.  We even 
put the mud on our faces.  After 1 ½ hrs we got back on the road, 
selecting only back roads starting with the 427/428 and then north 
on 42.  We found some neat attractions along 42, besides it being 
a very pretty drive.  One being a thermal site, with hot bubbling 
mud and steam rising from pools.  We stopped along Kleitarvatn 
Lake and had our breakfast.  Instead of going through the capital, 
we took the 417 and 435.  Again some great choices, mostly gravel 
roads, twisty, up and down through canyon and past lakes.  The 435 
follows the geothermal above ground pipeline right up to its source.  
The area smells strongly of rotten eggs (Sulphur) and steam seems 
to rise from the ields everywhere.  We stay on the west side of 
Pingvallavatn Lake (Hwy 360) all the way to the UNESCO World 
Heritage site Pingvellir (þjóðgarður).  The walk along the rift, which 
is caused by the European and North American plates colliding, is 
pretty and we learn a bit more about the irst democratic sessions 
held at this place.  From the northern shores of Pingvallavatn Lake, 
we continue north on Hwy 52 and then onto F550, which was open.  
What a great drive, gravel road with some rougher sections, but the 
truck loved it, and so did we.  The scenery is incredible, we gain 
in altitude and there is still a lot of snow in the mountains.  F550 

takes us to Hraunfossar, another unique place; hundreds of small 
waterfalls sprout out from the embankment of the river.  There is a 
stretch of at least 500m with little waterfalls everywhere.  So far there 
has not been one waterfall that was boring, each one has its own 
unique features.  From Hraunfossar we go east to Deildartunguhver.  
Here geothermal water sprouts out of the ground at approx. 180L/
second.  The steam almost burns you when getting to close.  Even 
the river is engulved in steam.  We are able to pick up some fresh 
tomatoes from the geothermal Greenhouse located on site.  Another 
fully packed day comes to a close and we set up camp only a couple 
of kilometers from the geothermal site for 2,400 ISK ($24.00)/night.  
Something to note is that all the sites we have visited besides the 
Blue Lagoon have been free of charge, quite amazing.   We are 
down to our last two (2) Faroe Island beers and have Maggi brand 
Noddles Bacon and Egg lavoured.

Lava ields overgrown with moss

Enroute to the Blue Lagoon
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BLUE LAGOON 
(BLÁA LINIÐ)

The famous geothermal pools 
in the south-western corner 

of Iceland
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KRÝSUVÍK – SELTÚN

 Belongs to (1) of the (4) volcanic 
systems that lie along the eruptive 
fault on Reykjanes peninsula.  The 

sulphur deposits used to be exploited 
for the production of gunpowder.
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KLEITARVATN LAKE 

 A perfect spot to enjoy breakfast.
Further on we follow the 

geothermal above ground 
pipeline to its source
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ÞINGVELLIR 
(ÞJÓÐGARÐUR)

Inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List for its cultural and 

historical signiicance, its unique 
natural environment and its 
remarkable geology on the 

boundary of the Eurasian and 
North Amercian tectonic plates. 

As the site of Iceland’s ancient legal 
and judicial assembly, the 

Pingvellir embodies Viking age 
concepts of social structure, law and 
authority. On these values the early 

settlers of Iceland shaped a new 
society, accompanied by a remarkable 

lowering of literary culture.
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The scenic F550 gravel road takes us through some rugged and stunning countryside to Hraunfossar
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HRAUNFOSSAR  
Over a stretch of approximately 500m the water rushes over the embankment creating this unique landscape
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DEILDARTUNGUHVER THERMAL SPRING
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NATURE
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WILDLIFE 
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STROKKUR
This geothermal area is famed for its geyser that eruptes every few minutes and 

shoots water up to 40m into the air

J une 13, 2014:  Mike points out, as we are leaving the 
campsite, that it is Friday the 13th.  Maybe it was a bad 
omen.  From Deildartunguhver we take the gravel road 52 

south-west back to Pingvellir.  After following the northern shores of 
the lake we head east on an old scenic gravel road with a nice water 
crossing.  Once on Hwy 37 we stop at Strokkur/Geyser.  True to 
the guidebook the geyser called Strokkur erupts every few minutes 
and shoots hot water 15 to 20 m into the air.  Next stop is Gullfoss 
which was quite a surprise to us.  It is a massive waterfall, the size of 
Niagara Falls.  An amazing site and a must see.  From here we started 
out the exploration of the interior of Iceland by taking the Kjalvegur 
Route (F35).  The sign at Gullfoss indicates that the F35 after 25 
km dead ends.  We decide to go anyway.  This route is deinitely 
remote and for approximately 150 to 200 km there is no civilization.  
The irst 30km are good gravel road, but then the road deteriorates 
from permafrost and it becomes a game of avoiding potholes. The 
remoteness and scenery make up for it.  Approximately half way is 
Hveravellir, a couple of Mountain huts, so called barren campsite 
and the highlight, the geothermal area.  The wind was howling and 
we skipped the natural hot tub, but instead took the trail to see the 
diferent types of formation created by the geothermal activities.  
As we continue north we come upon a vehicle roll over that just 
occurred.  As mentioned previously it is a very remote spot.  There 
is little traic and only 4x4’s travel this route.  The seriousness of the 
accident becomes apparent immediately as we saw that the driver 
had been ejected from the vehicle during the numerous lips of the 
Toyota Rav 4 and she had a massive head injury.  The passenger 
luckily was not hurt and just connected with the emergency services 
via cell phone.  Both were females and German.  Another vehicle 
travelling south had also just gotten there.  Mike provided the 
GPS coordinates to the Emergency Services and advised that a 
helicopter airlift was required.  Whereas I went and got two (2) of 
our sleeping bags and the irst aid kit out of our truck.  Our irst aid 
3-day Wilderness Training came to good use.  We did not move the 
serous injured female (Kristi), but covered her with the sleeping bag.  
We also tried to shelter her from the wind.  The truth was it did not 

look good.  The emergency services kept the uninjured passenger 
occupied on the phone while we attended to Kristi, though she was 
not talking, she would move her right hand and sometimes there 
was a litter in her eyelashes.  A ground ambulance and helicopter 
was dispatched, but due to the remoteness it still took one (1) hour 
to arrive.  It was a very long hour.  We were all super glad when the 
paramedics and doctor with the helicopter arrived.  She was alive 
and airlifted.  The police took some statements.  It must be a regular 
occurrence as tourists are not used to driving on gravel roads and 
once the vehicle starts ishtailing rollovers can easily occur.  Only 
a couple of days earlier on the southern route of Iceland we had 
witness a close call to a rollover, where the driver luckily re-gained 
control over the vehicle.  After an incident like this, we were both a 
bit shell shocked and quietly drove on.  We made it of F35 onto the 
northern Ring Road and set up camp at Vidimyri.  A nice campsite 
away from the main road.  With the sun peeking through the clouds, it 
was the irst time we thought we could have dinner outside and BBQ 
up some Bratwurst and fry up some Bratkartofel (sliced potatoes).  
To inish it all of we had a bottle of Portuguese wine.
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GULLFOSS 
The water from the Hvítá (White) river, which is fed by Iceland´s second biggest glacier, 

the Langjökull, plummets down 32m in (2) stages into a canyon
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KJALVEGUR ROUTE

The F35 road cuts through 
the interior of Iceland.  
The road is 4x4 only.  

There is no civilization for 
a couple of hundred kilometers.
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HVERAVELLIR

 A nature reserve consisting 
of a geothermal area and 

hot springs
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J une 14, 2014: The drive from Vidimyri to Akureyri is beautiful, 
it feels like we are way up in elevation.  There are snow covered 
peaks everywhere.  But the GPS indicates only 550m above 

sea level.  It is the weirdest thing, of course we are close to the arctic 
circle.  From Akureyri we follow the 85 to Húsavík, Europe’s Whale 
Watching capital, were we join the North Sailing outit on the whales, 
puins and sails 4-hr-tour for 12,480 ISK ($125.00)/person.  We are 
on the Schooner Haukur and head out to sea at 11:30am.  We motor 
to Lundey (Puin Island) to see the cute Puins nest.  1000’s of 
them circle our ship.  Further out in Skjálfandi Bay, the crew (which 
consists of the captain and our guide) set sail.  Mike and another 
girl volunteer to get the sails up, which was quite a work out.  Once 
the sails were up we were just missing the wind.  Murphy’s Law.  
The bay was super calm.  Prior to boarding we all received thermal 
clothing which covered us from head to toe and kept us toasty warm.  
Our irst spotting was of some dolphins which playfully surrounded 

our ship.  Then we became lucky and saw a large Humpback whale 
surface.  At irst further away.  It was incredibly fascinating to watch 
the whale surface for air and then descend with his large luke up 
in the air.  Once the whale descended he would return on surface 
after approximately 5 minutes of feeding in the deep ocean.  Too be 
this close to these massive creatures is a treat.  Time lew by.  The 
whale was as curious of us as we were of him.  Finally we had to 
say good-bye and sail back to the habour.  Our last treat was a hot 
chocolate (with rum) and cinnamon bun.  We had a blast.  Back on 
land and the day pretty much over we continue on the 85 to Asbyrgi 
and the Pjóðgarður / Jökulsárgljúfur National Park.  We set up camp 
in the park for 3900 ISK ($39.00)/night including showers.  Mike 
downloads the pictures and GPS track to the computer and back-up 
hard drive. Usual maintenance to keep everything going.  Dinner 
is noodles the Turkish way, which are noddles with special Turkish 
spices and olive oil.

Reaching the northern end of 
the Kjalvegur Route (F35) and 
setting up camp at Vidimyri.  

A nice spot for a BBQ.

The next day, travelling along 
the northern part of Iceland’s ring

 road it seems we are back 
in winter. 
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NORTH SAILING - TWO MASTED SCHOONER HAUKUR
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LUNDEY (PUFFIN ISLAND)

One of the largest puin colonies are located on Lundey. 
The puins nest on the island in burrows.
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In Skjálfandi Bay we irst encounter some playful dolphins...

...and then out of nowhere the Humpback whale appears
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J une 15, 2014: Prior to taking down the campsite we hike 
the 4.5km loop from the Campground along the top of the 
ridge (canyon) to the viewpoint (Eyjan in Asbyrgi) and return.  

At 9:00am we have a leisurely breakfast at our campsite.  Then 
we are of to check out the Botnstjörn pond nestled in the clifs.  
There are birds nesting in the clifs and lots of them swimming in 
the pond.  From Asbyrgi we take 862 gravel road running on the 
west side of Jökulsá River to Vesturdalur.  At the Hljóðaklettar (Echo 
Rocks) parking lot we hike along the Jökulsá River, stopping at 
Karl og Kerling and Kallbjarg to view the geological phenomena.  
The hike was about 6 km and the geological phenomena nothing 
spectacular.  At the southern end of the Jökulsárgljúfur National 
Park lies it biggest attraction the Dettifoss and Selfoss waterfalls.  It 
is another 2.5 km hike with really rewarding views of the waterfalls, 
Dettifoss is supposed to be Europe’s most forcefully lowing waterfall 
(200m3/s).  From the park we join up with Highway #1 and head east 

to Mývatn.  Krala, another worthwhile attraction, especially if you 
like to be infested by midge lies.  It is another hike up to the Krala 
Caldera.  Along the way we encountered quite a bit of snow on the 
path, but the colourful, sulphurous mud holes are worth a look and 
the view from the top as well.  Unfortunately the lies are a pest, 
literally in your face/eye and make the entire experience not very 
enjoyable.  The wind is the only saving graze.  After all that hiking 
we stop at the Mývatn Nature Bath, similar to the Blue Lagoon, only 
smaller and cheaper at 3500 ISK ($35.00)/person to soak and relax 
our muscles.  Relaxed we head into Reykjahlíð, a small settlement 
at the northern end of Mývatn Lake.  The Hliið Campground,2800 
ISK($28.00/night), is located on the side of a hill and has terraced 
campsites.  Perfect for us, as we take the top spot with amazing 
view over the entire lake.  Of course we can’t leave the vehicle, as 
due to the lies, however a bottle of Chateau Reysson-Haut Medoc 
and some Spätzle make up for it.

PJÓÐGARÐUR / JÖKULSÁRGLJÚFUR NATIONAL PARK
The ridge walk shows the diversity of the landscape. Further aield is Botnstjörn pond nestled in the clifs.
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Hiking along the Jökulsá River, 
stopping at Karl og Kerling 
and Kallbjarg to view the 
geological phenomena
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DETTIFOSS 
The waterfall is approx. 100m wide and has a drop of about 44m down to the Jökulsárgljúfur canyon. 

It is the largest waterfall in Iceland in regards of volume discharge, averaging a low of close to 200 m3/s.
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SELFOSS 
This waterfall lies upstream of the famous Dettifoss waterfall

Hiking through lavaields and steaming sulphuric terrainKRAFLA CALDERA
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MÝVATN 
NATURE BATH

A man made lagoon.  
The water reaches temperature 

between 36-40°C

KRAFLA POWER PLANT
2000m deep boreholes supply geothermal energy

MÝVATN LAKE
Our campsite overlooks the lake
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J une 16, 2014: It is overcast, the lies are out in full force and 
we opt for just a drive around Mývatn Lake.  Truth to be told 
there is not much to see besides Krala, it deinitely seems 

overrated in the tour guide books.  We fuelled up and poor Mike was 
attacked by 100’s of lies.  A stop at the grocery 
store and we are back on the road. We would 
like to go to Kverkfjöll and Askja, but all the 
F-Roads in the interior of the country have been 
closed.  Opening depends on when the thaw is 
done and the roads are passable (could be any 
day or another 2-weeks).  It is diferent every 
year and mainly depends on weather conditions.  
Heading east on Highway #1 the irst turnof to 
F-88 is closed, instead we turn onto the F-901, 
the F-905 however is closed.  It is a scenic drive 
and a lot of snow is still on the ground.  The 
F-907 is closed and our last attempt is F-923 
which takes us along a pretty valley and river 
with lots of white and black sheep.  The F-910 
toward Askja & Kverkfjöll is closed, we continued 
on the Hrafnkelsdalur road until it also is closed 
of.  Though we did not get to our planned 
destination, the drives were beautiful, no traic 
and lots of nature.  Plan B is to head up Highway 
85 to Vopnafjörður.  Along the way we stop at 
Bustarfell, which is an ancient manor, and one 
of the largest estates in Vopnafjörður.  The 
same family has lived at Bustarfell since 1532.  
Now a museum, the turf houses and its interior have been either 
restored or kept as is.  There are lots of neat exhibits.  Entrance is 

900 ISK ($9.00)/person.  The campsite at Vopnafjörður at irst did 
not appeal to us and we decided to head south-west on Highway 
917.  A scenic gravel road drive along the coastline.  Not aware that 
a major mountain pass (major in Icelandic terms around 600 to 700 

m) lay ahead, we were on our merry way and 
approximately 25 km into it when we came upon 
a sign “Impassable”.  A steep serpentine road 
lay ahead.  Our best guess is that it must be the 
snow-covered Vindfell peak that stood proudly 
in our way.  Ignoring the sign we continued up 
and, truth be told, only at 397m elevation to be 
exact the road ahead was impassable.  Deep 
snow still covered the entire road.  As we backed 
down the narrow steep gravel road we slide into 
the snow covered ditch. “Oh no” our thoughts.  
In the middle of nowhere and we get stuck.  
With Mike’s level head driving and the 4x4 we 
are luckily able to make it out.  Situations like 
that can get quickly out of hand.  With the day 
nearing its end we return to Vopnafjörður and 
set up camp.  The campsite is actually quite nice 
with an elevated view of the fjord and settlement 
below.  Unfortunately the weather has been still 
quite cool and with the added windchill factor 
outside sitting in the evenings is not enjoyable.  
We are surprised by the amount of snow and 
cool temperatures we are inding in the middle 
of June.  Some of the leaves are just coming 

out.  This trip in the Toyota was deinitely the right choice.

Attacked by Midge Flies

Taking the scenic route down some of the open F-Roads
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Along the F923 road following the river Jökulsá á Brú, were we encounter lots of black and white sheep.  
The interior F-Roads are still closed and we head north on Highway 85 instead.
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BUSTARFELL 
 It is one of the remaining turf farms in Iceland located in Vopnafjörður now converted into a heritage museum
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Highway 917 is a scenic gravel road passing over the mountain range of Vindfell from 
Vopnafjörður Bay to Héraðslói Bay.  However at only 397m the road becomes 

no longer passable due to snow. We return to Vopnafjörður to set up camp.

J une 17, 2014: Happy Iceland Independence Day.  From 
Vopnafjörður we back track on Highway 85 to the Ring Road.  
It promised to be a nice day ahead.  By noon we had reached 

Egilsstaðir.  At the Netto supermarket we restock on some of the 
necessities and buy a donut with Icelandic Flag on it and then head 
along the northern shore of Lagarljótsormurinn Lake.  We are back 
in tree country and the scenery with the snow covered mountains 
reminds us of Alberta, Canada.  The lake is 53 km2 and as legend 
goes the Lagarljót wyrm is supposed to live here.  It looks similar 
to the Loch Ness monster!  In 2012 a farmer actually ilmed it and 
posted it on you tube.  At the end of the lake lies Hengifoss, the third 
highest waterfall in Iceland at 112m.  Blue, blue sky greets us and 
a 5 km return hike to the base of the waterfall.  This turned out to 
be our nicest hike, what a diference some good weather can have 
on everything.  We could see the water level rise during the hike up 
and were especially concerned about one particular wooden bridge, 
which already was getting submerged.  After circumnavigating the 
lake we return to Egilsstaðir and set up camp (2500 ISK ($25.00)/
night).  We have closed the loop and completed our tour around 
Iceland.  A load of laundry is waiting and we have to take advantage 
of the sunshine, both to dry our clothes and get our foldable full 
mountain bicycles out.  Mike gives the bikes a tune up and we take 
them for a little spin. For dinner we BBQ up hamburgers and enjoy 
potato salad with it.

Happy Iceland Independence Day
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LITLANESFOSS & HENGIFOSS 
Litlanesfoss is surrounded by lava basalt columns and Hengifoss is the 3rd highest waterfall in Iceland

LAGARFLJÓTSORMURINN LAKE
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J une 18, 2014:  Some nasty weather had moved in.  We decided to head for the campground Seyðisfjörður.  No matter what the weather 
the pass and descent into the fjord is spectacular.  Again we are amazed at how much snow still is on the ground.  The campsite is 
almost empty upon our arrival.  A diferent story in the evening, when everyone is coming in for the next day ferry.  In the afternoon 

the sun starts to appear and we go for a bicycle ride around town and to a couple of waterfalls.  At the local supermarket we spent our last 
Icelandic Krone.  We are all set to enter another country.

Mike gets out the foldable mountain bicycles.  Dinner is barbequed hamburgers and patato salad.
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J une 19, 2014:  We check in to the ferry port (3) hrs prior to departure.  
Vehicles are separated depending if one gets of at the Faroe Islands or 
Denmark.  It seemed to be the coldest day on the trip.  The ferry arrives at 

just after 9am, full of new happy holidayers.  We are loaded last as we will be getting 
of irst at the Faroe Islands.  By now we are experts and know our way around the 
ship.  The M/S Norröna leaves the habour on time at 11:30 am.  We are having 
lunch in the Diner with a prime window seat as we watch us sail out of the fjord.  
Somehow the seasickness prevention pills knock us out and we hit the bunk beds 
for several hours of sleep.  The sea is a bit more choppy and the swell up to 2m, 
but still comfortable.  At the Duty Free shop we pick-up a bottle of Captain Morgan 
Black Spiced Rum (40% Alcohol).  We had not seen it before and thought it would 
go well with coke or hot chocolate.  We try to get an early night sleep as we have to 
vacate the bunk beds at 1:00 am in the morning.
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SCANDINAVIA TRIP STATS
Countries Traveled: 
Denmark, Faroe Islands, Iceland, Norway, Finland and Sweden

Trip Duration: 
June 02 to July 17, 2014

Kilometers Driven, Diesel Consumption and Cost:
Approximately total of 13,600 km driven, 2,200 Litre of Diesel consumed and $5,000.00 spent on fuel

Ferry Details:
Spent $4,200.00 and ive (5) days and 18 hrs on ferries
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